
Travel Guide: 5 Must-Knows Before Visiting 
Argentina
Planning a trip to Argentina? This comprehensive guide covers essential information to ensure your 
journey is smooth and enjoyable. From visa requirements to cultural customs, we've compiled 
everything you need to know before embarking on your Argentine adventure.
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Visa and Required Documentation

Entry Requirements
Citizens from most 
American and European 
countries can enter 
Argentina without a visa 
for up to 90 days. However, 
entry policies vary by 
nationality, so check 
requirements specific to 
your country well in 
advance of your trip.

Passport Validity
Your passport must be 
valid for at least six 
months from your date of 
entry into Argentina. This 
is a standard requirement 
that immigration officials 
strictly enforce.

Additional Documents
Minors traveling alone or 
with only one parent need 
legal authorization. Carry 
both digital and printed 
copies of all important 
documents, including your 
passport, tickets, hotel 
reservations, and travel 
insurance details.
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Best Travel Seasons by Destination

Patagonia

October to April is ideal for 
visiting this breathtaking 
region. During these months, 
temperatures are milder, 
days are longer, and national 
parks like Los Glaciares and 
Torres del Paine are fully 
accessible. Winter months 
(May-September) bring harsh 
weather and limited services.

Buenos Aires & Mendoza

Spring (September-
November) and autumn 
(March-May) offer the most 
pleasant weather for 
exploring these regions. 
You'll enjoy mild 
temperatures, beautiful 
blooming jacaranda trees in 
Buenos Aires in spring, or 
vineyard harvests in Mendoza 
during autumn, plus fewer 
crowds than in high summer.

Iguazú Falls & Northern 
Argentina

While visitable year-round, 
the waterfalls are most 
spectacular during summer 
(December-March) when 
they're at their fullest due to 
increased rainfall. Be 
prepared for hot, humid 
conditions. The shoulder 
seasons (April-May or 
September-November) offer a 
good balance of water 
volume and comfortable 
temperatures.
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What to Pack by Region

Patagonia
Pack for rapidly changing 
weather conditions with a 
layering system: thermal base 
layers, fleece mid-layers, 
waterproof and windproof 
outer layers, hiking boots, wool 
socks, gloves, and a warm hat. 
Don't forget polarized 
sunglasses to protect against 
strong UV radiation.

Buenos Aires
Bring a mix of casual and smart 
clothing suitable for both 
urban exploration and fine 
dining experiences. 
Comfortable walking shoes are 
essential for navigating the 
city. Locals tend to dress 
stylishly, especially for evening 
outings, so pack a few nicer 
outfits.

Northern Argentina
For hot, sunny regions like 
Salta and Jujuy, pack 
lightweight, breathable 
clothing, strong sunscreen (SPF 
50+), a wide-brimmed hat, and 
sunglasses. A light, long-
sleeved shirt can protect 
against sun exposure during 
long days outdoors.

Regardless of your destination, always include a universal power adapter, any personal medications 
(with prescriptions), and a day pack for excursions. Consider packing a reusable water bottle and a 
small first aid kit for longer trips or remote areas.
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Practical Tips on Money and Payments
Currency Exchange
The local currency is the 
Argentine peso (ARS). 
Bring US dollars or euros 
in cash, which can be 
exchanged at official 
exchange offices (casas 
de cambio). Avoid street 
money changers, even if 
they offer better rates, 
as counterfeit bills are 
common.

Payment Methods
Major credit cards are 
widely accepted in cities 
and tourist areas, but 
smaller towns, local 
shops, and restaurants 
may only accept cash. 
Always carry some cash 
for emergencies, 
transportation, and 
small purchases.

Digital Options
Apps like Western Union 
or digital wallets often 
provide better exchange 
rates than banks. These 
services allow you to 
send money to yourself 
and withdraw in local 
currency, potentially 
saving on exchange 
fees.

Be cautious with ATM withdrawals as fees can be high and withdrawal limits may be lower than 
you're accustomed to. Notify your bank about your travel plans to prevent your cards from being 
blocked for suspicious activity.
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Local Culture and Customs

Social Etiquette

Argentinians are known for their warmth and 
sociability. Greeting people with a kiss on the 
cheek is customary, even between men in 
informal settings. Social gatherings are relaxed 
affairs where punctuality isn't strictly 
observed4arriving 15-30 minutes late to a 
dinner invitation is completely normal.

Conversations are animated and may include 
discussions about politics, football (soccer), or 
family. These topics are not considered taboo 
as they might be in other cultures. In fact, 
engaging in such discussions shows interest in 
local life.

Mate Culture

Mate, a traditional herb infusion, is more than 
just a beverage4it's a social ritual. If offered 
mate, understand that it's a gesture of 
friendship. The same gourd and straw 
(bombilla) are passed around the group. When 
you're finished, say "gracias" when returning 
the mate, indicating you don't want more.

In restaurants, a 10% tip is customary, though it's not always included in the bill. Service staff will 
appreciate the gesture, especially in more upscale establishments.
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Safety Considerations

General Precautions
While Argentina is 
generally safe for tourists, 
it's wise to follow basic 
safety measures. Avoid 
displaying expensive 
jewelry, electronics, or 
large amounts of cash, 
particularly in crowded 
areas. Use hotel safes for 
valuables when available.

Urban Safety
In major cities like Buenos 
Aires, stay alert in tourist 
areas where pickpocketing 
can occur. At night, stick 
to well-lit streets and use 
registered taxis or 
rideshare services rather 
than public transportation 
in unfamiliar areas.

Regional Awareness
If hiking in remote areas of 
Patagonia or the Andes, 
always inform someone of 
your route and expected 
return time. Weather 
conditions can change 
rapidly, and cell service 
may be limited or non-
existent.

It's advisable to register with your country's embassy or consulate upon arrival. This ensures they 
can contact you in case of emergency or provide assistance if needed. Keep emergency contact 
numbers, including local police (911) and your country's embassy, readily available.
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Transportation Tips and Regional 
Highlights

Getting Around Cities
Major cities offer 
comprehensive public 
transportation systems. 
Buenos Aires has an extensive 
subway (Subte), bus network, 
and affordable taxis. The SUBE 
card is essential for public 
transport in most cities4
purchase one upon arrival and 
load credit at kiosks or subway 
stations.

Long-Distance Travel
For journeys between major 
destinations, consider 
domestic flights, which save 
considerable time over bus 
travel. However, long-distance 
buses in Argentina are 
comfortable and often feature 
fully-reclining seats for 
overnight journeys. Book in 
advance during high season or 
holidays.

Must-See Highlights
Beyond the famous 
attractions, consider lesser-
known gems: the wine routes 
of Cafayate, the Welsh villages 
of Chubut, or the Ibera 
Wetlands. Allow flexibility in 
your itinerary4Argentina's 
diverse landscapes deserve 
time for spontaneous 
exploration and unexpected 
discoveries.

Distances in Argentina are vast4the country is the eighth-largest in the world. When planning your 
itinerary, account for realistic travel times between destinations and avoid trying to see too much 
in a limited timeframe. It's better to explore fewer regions thoroughly than to rush through many.
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